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LAVINIA L. DOCK 
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AN APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE SICK POOR OF PUERTO RICO 

[The pathetic condition of the sick poor of Porto Rico, of which we heard 
also harrowing details in reports sent to the Suffrage Convention at Washington, 
ought to appeal to every nurse and woman. — Ed.] 

" San Juan, Poeto Rico. 

" One of the great needs of this island is a general hospital. There are only 
two such hospitals among a population of one million people — one at Ponce and 
one at San Juan. They are old, leaky, and miserable buildings, without drain- 
age or modern improvements. Both of them accept municipal patients only and 
are small and wholly inadequate. Besides these, there are military and naval 
hospitals which are limited to patients from the military and navy service, and 
a few beds at the sisterhoods situated in San Juan and Mayaguez. 

" The hospital at San Juan has seventy-four beds. An average of six people 
are turned away daily. In one department there are thirty-five beds and ninety 
patients. There are no trained nurses. There is no operating-room. A hall in 
an inner court-yard is used for an operating-room through which patients and 
guests pass during operations. There are no instruments, no provisions for 
antiseptic treatment. 

" The other towns and cities have no hospitals. The poor especially are 
without proper means for caring for their sick at home. This imperative need 
has been brought to our knowledge through many individual cases. We only 
speak of two as types of them all. A boy of twelve years, with no parents, home, 
or friends, was seriously ill. He was found sleeping in a door-way to shelter 
himself from the heavy tropical rain. An application was made to the hospital. 
There was no empty bed. Several as needy cases had been turned away that 
day. A sick old woman was carried for miles to Ponce in the hope of getting 
her into the hospital. She died in the public plaza. 

" When one hundred thousand dollars is raised for the building and equip- 
ment of a general hospital that will take needy applicants from all places in 
the island we are sure that a suitable site will be given and that the Legislature 
will vote enough means for the support of the hospital. It must be remembered 
that the insular government of Puerto Rico is young and has enormous expenses 
in education and road building, and is now going to its financial length in chari- 
table matters by maintaining institutions for the insane, the lepers, and the 
orphan children; therefore it is not able to build a hospital." 

A committee of American women in Puerto Rico has been formed to put 
this need before the people of the United States, and the names attached to this 
appeal represent women of much importance and influence. 
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ITEMS 
The English nursing journals record a great many instances of women call- 
ing themselves nurses who are Drought to trial in the law courts for manslaughter 
hy giving patients the wrong medicines, for criminal neglect, and various kinds 
of abuses. In some instances these women are impostors; in others they are 
actually employed as nurses in institutions, showing that there must be repre- 
hensible lack of supervision in many cases. For instance, when we read of the 
death of a patient from carbolic acid administered instead of medicine, while 
not condoning the careless nurse, we yet blame still more the management which 
will allow such a hap-hazard system of keeping medicines and disinfectants 
mixed up together. If each had their own separate closet, kept under lock and 
key, such accidents could not happen. 

An association for the sole purpose of securing State registration is being 
formed in England, of which we will give a full account next month. Miss 
Louisa Stevenson will be the president. 

Miss Louisa Stevenson has been reelected on the Board of Managers of the 
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, on which she has served with so much distinction 
in the past. 

A note from Miss Hibbard, received too late to publish last month, tells us 
that Mrs. Quintard was with her on the committee which framed the hospital 
and training-school regulations. The others were Cuban citizens prominent in 
medical and hospital work and in lines of general education. 
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QUEEN'S NURSING IN THE COUNTRY — A MODEL VILLAGE 
Some nurses occupying country posts are less fortunate in their general 
surroundings and work than others. It has, however, been my good fortune to 
be placed in one of the most historical and picturesque parts of England, my 
rooms, which are very pretty, in a rustic way, being situated in what is termed 
" The Model Village" on the Duke of Devonshire's estate, about ten-minutes' walk 
from Chatworth House, which, during the summer months, proves such an at- 
tractive feature in the programme of tourists from all parts. The most notice- 
able features in the village are the quaintly built cottages, each varying in shape 
and size, standing on an incline, and approached by gravel-walks and flights of 
steps, the church rising from their midst like some guardian angel, conveying 
the idea of being different from most of our English villages, which doubtless 
accounts for the title it has gained. The district in all comprises four villages, 
a distance of three or four miles between each, with one exception, which is 
nearer. A bicycle being provided, it is an easy matter in good weather to get 
about, and two villages can generally be visited in a morning round, starting 
about nine a.m. and returning one-thirty p.m. The afternoons are considered our 
time off duty until five o'clock, when the evening round commences, eight hours 
being the limit of our day's work. "Night duty" we do not undertake unless 
some special case occurs or we are called up to a maternity. Let me mention 
here that most nurses occupying these posts possess the "midwifery diploma," 
though as a rule a doctor is present also, which most of us prefer. 

A nourishment fund is provided here, and has been a great help to many 
patients in nursing them back to health. Several of the soups and foods I 
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make myself and take round in cans provided, for the purpose. If going some 
distance I often cycle with them, and on one occasion found myself sitting in 
the road with a pudding in my lap, — a disastrous event, both for the patient 
and myself. Regarding the work, there are more chronic than acute cases, varied 
occasionally by midwifery and small operations. One can hardly expect much 
sickness in such healthy parts. I remember when taking this post, just a year 
since now, being much impressed by the cleanliness and well-being of the in- 
habitants, the contrast striking one more after working among the poor of a 
busy town, where sickness, poverty, and squalor form so great a part of one's 
daily routine. My only case when paying my first visits in this village was an 
old woman of eighty-three suffering from bronchitis. In my relief at finding a 
patient I remarked that I was glad to see her in bed and needing a steam-kettle, 
whereat she seemed much astonished, and a few weeks later it came to my ears 
that the general impression of the new nurse was, " She had plenty of town- 
fangled notions, but would want learning a sight about country ways, nor would 
she like to be in bed herself with a steam-kettle." Evidently from this my 
remark was ill-chosen. In conclusion, let me add that this post is more the 
" exception than the rule," for those in the north, among the mining districts, 
give plenty of scope for much of the nurses' attention and skill. I feel sure 
that from a professional point of view they would prove more interesting, for 
one finds real work and labor rather in the world of suffering humanity than in 
the midst of nature's greatest beauties. 

H. E. G, 
Queen's Nurse, Derbyshire. 

League of St. Babtholomew's Hospital Nurses, 
35 Brook Street, Grosvenob Square, London, W., 

February 18, 1902. 
Dear Miss Dock: The members of the Executive Committee wish me to 
say how much they appreciate the most kind and generous hospitality shown to 
Miss Waind on the occasion of her visit to Buffalo as the representative of the 
League at the Nursing Congress. Please convey to your committee this expres- 
sion of their thanks, and also their hearty congratulations and compliments 
upon the wonderful organization and success of the Congress. Believe me, 

Very sincerely yours, 

E. Spencer, 
Honorary Secretary. 

THE MATRONS' COUNCIL OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 
Dear Miss Banfield: At the recent meeting of the Matrons' Council the 
following resolution was unanimously passed, and I was asked to send a copy 
of it to you as secretary of the International Nurses' Congress : 

" That the Matrons' Council of Great Britain and Ireland desires to convey 
to the Organizing Committee of the International Congress of Nurses its cordial 
thanks for the kindness and hospitality extended to its delegate, Miss Mollett, 
and to congratulate it on the complete success of the Congress, the result of which 
must certainly be to give a world-wide impetus to the cooperation and efficiency 
of trained nurses. 

" Yours very sincerely, 
(Signed) " Margaret Breat, 

" Honorary Secretary-Treasurer." 



